


YOUR KID ASKS

E

IF JESUS ALREADY WON, THEN
WHY DOESN’T IT SEEM LIKE IT?

'The New Testament is pretty clear—the kingdom of God is here,

present tense—and yet, when we look around it sure doesn’t seem
like it. About seventy years ago the theologian George Eldon Ladd used
the phrase “already, but not yet” to describe the kingdom—that it is at the
same time “already” here and “not yer” fully expressed in the way it will be
one day.

This is a paradox that has confused Christians for thousands of years.

Sure, your kid says, but why? One way to approach this with kids is
to emphasize that God is not ever going to force someone to live in God’s
kingdom. It has to be freely chosen or else it’s not God’s kingdom a all,
because that’s not how our God does things. Jesus” announcement js
not “The kingdom is here, so now you're all going to be forced to fall in
line.” That’s not the sort of King Jesus is (unlike all the other kings/gods).
Instead, the announcement is “The kingdom of God is here.” What if you
Wwere to choose to live as if that were true? You'd find it’s a much, much bet-
ter place to live, We gCt to say yes to that invitation, but many people say
no. Many people choose to keep on living the old way, as if the kingdom
Wweren't here, and God lets them.




YOUR KID ASKS

IF THERE’S A GOOD AND POWERFuUL GOD,
WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN, ESPECIALLY TO
PEOPLE WHo ARE TRYING TO FOLLOwW Gop?
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Let’s set this alongside two other stories from the Bible (I could pick
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first is Jesus’ crucifixion. The second is the story of Joseph in Genesis.

In all three cases, we have people who trust God and are following
God as best they can. In all three cases painful, sometimes violent, things
happen. How should we think about that? Let’s look at some common
features:

First, in all three stories, God is not causing the pain. The bad
1 things that happen are the result of outside forces, whether you want to the
describe those as individual people doing bad things (lowercase sin) or
societal structures that bring about injustice and violence (uppercase Sin).
Some large chunk of the blame for the ways this world falls short of the
goodness and justice of God should be laid at the feet of humans and

sin/Sin.

God has given humans real responsibility and real choice, and when Ie .
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humans choose poorly that has real-life consequences for them and for the
| world around them. When bad things happen where this is clearly a fac-
tor, talk about that with your kid: ‘T know it’s hard that this has happened. '
God chooses to give people the ability to make choices, and sometimes they
make bad choices that burt other people. I think God wishes things like this
didn’t happen, too, but God isn'’t going to control us and force us to make good

choices.”

Second, God is not sitting back and allowing these things to hap-
pen because God doesn’t care. The Bible shows us that God cares deeply
about injustice, and is just as sad about it as we are.

What we see in all three stories is that one way God responds to bad
things happening is by being with us through them. The Bible never prom-

ises that God will stop bad things from happening; it does promise that
God will be with us in the midst of them.




